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Architecture is the art of designing buildings. So, for a one room building,
say a chapel, you could have four walls, a ceiling and a floor, (a building)
add some nice low roofs and a rose window and it’s architecture...

Credit: Polly Osborne
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Architecture makes a big difference in how things look and work. It can help us feel
better, connect us to each other, and even help us do better in school.
Good architecture is important for all parts of our lives.

Credit: Frank Lloyd Wright Trust
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What elements would your
perfect house have?

Let’s start with a box and imagine it becoming a house...

Share the things that would

be part of your house.



Let’s Talk About Architect

Credit: Frank Lloyd Wright Trust
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Frank Lloyd Wright was born in
1867 and died in 1959. He
looked at the world in a unique
way. He saw geometry in
nature and imagined structures
that were in harmony with
nature. He design over 1000
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Credit: Polly Osborne
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Nature Geometry Result: Stylized Hollyhock Design
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Frank Lloyd Wright
would start his
designs with a
floor plan.

A floor plan looks straight down,
like a bird’s eye view, but from about
3 feet off the ground.
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floor plan
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Credit: Polly Osborn
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Now It’s Your Turn!

Draw a geometric design using the i
: NN NG

templates provided or make up your NN N
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own. Use symmetry.
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It doesn’t have to look like an object.
Have Fun!

Credit: Polly Osborne



The next slides will give
some pointers about how to
draw a building in the
landscape.

Credit: Kathryn Smith
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Start by holding up your paper to cover the building. Then, move the
paper toward and away from your face, back and forth until you have it
covering what you want to draw. Then block that out on your paper.
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Next darken the lines of your building and add some context.
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Next add shadows and details.
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Add some finishing touches.
You did it! | /
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Architecture by the Book® was inspired and developed by
AlA Central Valley and is powered by CAF in collaboration with
AlA California architecture firms and a grant from the AlA College of Fellows.
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