Kresge College Expansion

at the University of California, Santa
Cruz// Architect: Studio Gang with TEF
Design // Photo: Jason O’Rear
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Shaping the Future

Architects design everything from homes to skyscrapers, making sure they are safe,
functional and beautiful. They also create sustainable places that are healthy, consider the
environment, and can last a long time without wasting resources. In California, architects
consider challenges like earthquakes and wildfires, designing buildings that can stand strong
and protect the people inside. Are you ready to be a visionary? As an architect, you will
carefully plan the spaces we move in and around. You will be a problem-solver, a creative
thinker, and a great communicator, working with a team of experts and communities to
bring ideas to life. With special training and an architect license, you will play an important
role in building better communities. If you become an architect, you won't just design
buildings, you will shape the future.

Julia Weatherspoon, AIA, NOMA
// Licensed Architect

Design, Build, Inspire

An architect’s work is exciting because it changes daily with each new project. Architects use
“design thinking”, a problem-solving method that considers what people need, how things
should function, and how to design buildings that inspire their communities and are suited
to their locations and climates. Architects are licensed professionals with the experience and
training to perform this type of work. They team up with clients (the people or groups who
hire them), engineers (who ensure the project is technically sound and safe), and builders
(who bring architectural plans to life). While many architects work in architectural firms, the
skills they develop can also lead to careers in urban planning, interior design, construction
management, real estate development, user experience design, and more.




Pleasant Hill Library, Contra
Costa County // Architect: Bohlin
Cywinski Jackson //

Photo: Matthew Millman

Winston Thorne, AIA, NOMA
// Licensed Architect

Helpful Attributes & Skills
Thinking about becoming an architect? These qualities can be beneficial, but don’t worry—
you can develop and refine them through education and experience:

+ Alove for community (wanting to improve the spaces where people live, work and play)
» Teamwork and communication skills (working with others to bring ideas to life)

« Math skills (for measurements and to manage project costs)

+ Ability to explore and share ideas visually (through drawing, making and modeling)

« Computer skills (using special programs to design and plan)

+ Science skills (for building performance)

* Problem-solving abilities (thinking through challenges and solutions)

+ Attention to detail (making sure everything works smoothly)



Get Started:
» Explore the buildings and spaces around you—parks, libraries, museums, and schools.
Pay attention to their design, what you like or don’t like, and how they are used by
people.

+ Visit the American Institute of Architects (AIA) K-12 Resource page for fun
architecture activities and games: www.aia.org/resource-center/aia-k-12- initiatives.

« Invite a volunteer architect to your school or community with the Architecture by
the Book program: www.calarchfoundation.org/archbythebook_lessons/

» Check if your school has an architecture club—or start onel!

+ Attend events hosted by your local ATA Chapter, community college or university, to
see student projects or hear from architects.

« Learn about your community’s architectural history by visiting historic buildings, and
look for volunteer opportunities to help preserve them.

Ginger Thompson, AIA
// Licensed Architect




Harvey B. Milk Terminal 1, San
Francisco // Architects: Woods
Bagot / ED2 International / HKS
/ KYA / Gensler / Kuth Ranieri /
Hamilton + Aitken Architects //
Photo: Joe Fletcher and

Jason O’Rear
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Discover More
Here are a few organizations and programs to explore:

ACE Mentor Program
acementor.org

American Institute of Architects California (AIA CA) / Emerging
Professionals
aiacalifornia.org/learn-grow-practice/emerging-professionals

American Institute of Architecture Students (AIAS) California Chapters
aias.org

California Preservation Foundation
californiapreservation.org

California State Summer School for the Arts (CSSSA)
CSSsa.ca.gov

capX
capx.calarchfoundation.org

Construction Industry Education Foundation
cie.foundation

Hip Hop Architecture® Summer Camp
hiphoparchitecture.com

NOMA Project Pipeline Summer Camp
noma.net/project-pipeline

School Sponsored Activities

In California many schools with architecture programs offer career exploration
activities designed to introduce participants to the profession and to architectural
education. Some provide a full-time summer experience that includes living in
campus dormitories, while others may be formatted as weekend workshops, open
house events, or credited coursework. You can find current information at

school websites.



Everyone completes three steps:
» AXP — Architectural Experience Program. Hours of real work under a licensed
architect, tracked and reported as you go.
» ARE — Architect Registration Exam. A national exam, taken in parts.
« CSE — California Supplemental Exam. A final exam on California-specific
practice, taken after the ARE.

What changes from path to path is how you get to those three steps. The chart shows
each option as a column, starting at high school and building upward.

Traditional Path // Education + Experience

This path starts with college. A five-year Bachelor of Architecture (B. Arch.) is
accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB), which means it
meets the education requirement on its own. From there you move straight into AXP,
the ARE, and the CSE.

You can also get there step by step. A four-year pre-professional degree in
architecture, a bachelor’s degree in another subject, or a two-year associate degree
in architecture can each lead to licensure two ways: add a NAAB-accredited master’s
degree, or skip the extra degree and complete additional supervised work experience
instead. The less architectural education you have the more work experience
California asks for. Many students begin at a community college and transfer to a
school with a bachelor’s program.

Non-Traditional Path // Experience Only

You do not have to go to college to become an architect in California. On the
apprenticeship path, you go to work after high school under the direct supervision of a
licensed architect and learn the profession on the job. You earn a paycheck while you
build the knowledge and skills licensure requires, then take the same ARE and CSE as
everyone else.

Foreign Path // Education + Experience

If you studied architecture or worked as an architect in another country, that
background may count toward California licensure. You submit your records to the
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) for evaluation, along
with a log of your required internship hours. This path is not shown on the chart.

Important notes:

Some California schools offer an accelerated route called the Integrated Path to Architectural
Licensure (IPAL), which lets students earn experience hours and take exams while still enrolled.
Learn more at ncarb.org/earn-a-degree/ipal.

These pathways describe licensure in California. Requirements in other states may differ.
For California specifics, see cab.ca.gov.
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Studying architecture is an exciting journey! As an architecture student, you'll
learn how buildings are designed, discover their history, and explore new
ideas that can improve the quality of people’s lives and the future of the built
environment. Most importantly, you'll develop creative problem-solving skills
and practice the same design methods architects use every day.

Choosing the Right
Architecture School

If you plan to attend college, architecture programs
vary greatly. It's a good idea to start exploring early.
Learn what a typical day as an architecture student
is like and find out the requirements to apply. You can
check school websites, take campus tours, or attend
special events hosted by architecture programs and
your local American Institute of Architects Students
(AIAS) Chapter. Talking to students or recent
graduates can also give you great insights.

Here are some helpful questions to guide your search
(and many can also be applied to community college
programs as well):

» Where is the program located? Does it connect
students with the local community?

« What is student life like? What’s it like to study at
this college?

» What degrees are offered? Are there different
types of architecture programs to choose from?

» Do students take design studio courses? What
are they like? Can you see examples of student
work?

* Are there hands-on experiences? Does the
school offer internships, research projects, or
study abroad?

» How does the school help with jobs? Where do
students and graduates work?

« What's next after graduation? Does the school
help students continue their education at other
programs?

+ Is the program accredited by the National
Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB)?

Some architecture programs
start studio courses in the first
year, while others wait until
the second—this can make

a difference in how soon you
dive into design work. Watch
for programs that offer unique
opportunities like design-build
projects, community partnerships,
or summer immersion
experiences. These extras can
help you discover what kind of
architect you want to become.

CIEF CREATE Mentoring Program inspires, educates, and
supports the next generation through hands-on experienc-
es, scholarships, and workforce development programs.//
Photo: Ginger Thompson, AIA




Discover Architecture
through Internships

Internships and job shadowing are excellent ways to
explore architecture. You'll have the chance to meet
practicing architects, observe their work, and get
hands-on experience. It’s a great way to build skills
and make valuable connections.

The California Architectural Practice Experience
Program (capX) connects students to architecture
firms for paid internships and job shadowing
experiences across California. It’s open to high
school students on up to recent graduates seeking
their first professional job.

ACE Mentor Program of America
acementor.org

California Architectural Foundation (CAF)
California Architectural Practice Experience
Program (capX)

calarchfoundation.org

CIEF CREATE Mentoring Program
cie.foundation/creatementoringprogram

Architecture Internships via LinkedIn
linkedin.com/jobs/architecture-internship-jobs-
california

Architecture Internships via ZipRecruiter
(Student Focused)
ziprecruiter.com/Jobs/Internship-Architecture-
Student/--in-California

William and Linda Frost Center for Research and
Innovation, California Polytechnic State University, San
Luis Obispo // Architect: ZGF // Photo: Magda Biernat

Keiko Watanabe
// Architecture Student & capX intern



Educational Costs

Tuition varies depending on the school: public universities may cost
$10,000-%$15,000+ per year, while private schools can exceed $40,000.
Out-of-state programs are often more expensive. Some students also pursue
a master’s degree, which adds to the investment but can qualify graduates
for more opportunities.

Keep in mind that the cost for students who receive financial aid can be
significantly less than published costs.

Financial Assistance

Here are some resources to get you started. For additional opportunities, be
sure to consult schools and other scholarship sponsors such as: foundations,
philanthropic organizations, professional and educational organizations and
businesses.

2 x 8 Student Exhibition & Scholarship
ac-la.org

Architects Foundation Scholarships
architectsfoundation.org/scholarships

AIA Central Valley // John Ellis, AIA Scholarship
aiacv.org

AIA Inland California Collegiate Scholarship Program
aiaic.org

AIA Long Beach // South Bay Architecture School Scholarship
aialb-sb.org

AIA Pasadena & Foothill // Jean Roth Driskel (JRD) Scholarship
aiapf.org/Jean-Roth-Driskel-Scholarship

California Architectural Foundation (CAF) Scholarships
calarchfoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships

CIEF Scholarship in Architecture
cie.foundation

AIA San Diego //Laura Shinn Diversity in Architecture Scholarship
aiasandiego.org




49 South Van Ness, San Francisco //Architect: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill
// Photo: SOM

Architect Salaries

In California, depending on the type of firm and its location, entry-level architects
typically earn up to $75,000 annually. With experience and a license, architects
can earn between $120,000 and $200,000.

Visit the AIA Salary Calculator: www.bit.ly/AIASalary to learn more.

Ron Culver, AIA
// Licensed Architect
Photo Credit: Ben Rose Photography



Santa Ana Arts Collective, Santa Ana // Architect: Studio One Eleven //
Photo: Paul Turang

About Us

The American Institute of Architects California (AIA CA) is a professional
association that unites architects to support one another, develop new skills,
and advocate for the profession. Members have access to resources that
help them grow and lead at every stage of their career.

The California Architectural Foundation (CAF) empowers the next
generation of architects through scholarships, internships / job shadowing,
and K-12 architecture education programs that highlight architecture’s
impact and inspire interest in the built environment and architecture within
local communities.

Together, AIA CA and CAF are shaping the future of architecture in
California by supporting both current and future architects.

Special thanks to the CAF Board of Regents and key contributors Christine
Theodoropoulos, AIA; Julia Weatherspoon, ATA; Winston Thorne, AIA;
Ginger Thompson, AIA; Keiko Watanabe; Ron Culver, AIA, Kimberly
Anderson, Hon. ATA CA, Christopher Holt, AIA and Liam Hanlon, Assoc. ATA.

This guide was developed in part with a grant from AIA K-12
Initiatives, and we greatly appreciate their support.
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