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President’s Message

From sparking a child’s curiosity to
helping launch an emerging
professional’s career, the California
Architectural Foundation is building
the profession’s future.
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At its best, architecture is a profession built on people helping one another. Someone opens a
door, offers advice, makes a connection, gives a little encouragement, or simply says, “You can do
this.” The California Architectural Foundation (CAF) exists to make more of those moments
possible, and | am proud of what we accomplished together this year.

The Foundation awarded $39,500 in scholarships through the Kain, Welch, and Widom funds,
providing meaningful support to deserving students when they need it most.

Our capX program had an important year. We rebuilt the online platform from the ground up and
launched capX 2.0 with public student profiles, improved search and filtering for firms, and a
growing resource library for mentors, including recordings of our annual Meetup sessions. We are
also developing a new guide: Design Your Own Path to Mentoring, a resource to help small and
mid-sized firms create meaningful opportunities to engage with emerging professionals in ways
that benefit both.

We revised the Choose Architecture career guide to provide a clearer picture of the paths toward
licensure, added a student debt resource page on the CAF website and, together with our friends
at AIA Central Valley, published a statewide Architecture Coloring Book for kids of all ages. We are
excited to have 135 volunteers supporting Architecture by the Book, our K-12 education program,
and to have strong participation in AlA’s Architecture Week.

Together, these programs address different points along the path into architecture, from sparking
a child’s curiosity, to supporting a student’s education, to connecting an emerging professional
with the people and experiences that can help launch a career. Growing that impact requires a
strong Foundation behind it.

This year, | set out to encourage 100% participation from the AIA California Board of Directors and
to expand CAF’'s donor community beyond those who already know and love this organization. We
are making progress. Our Founder’s Circle [ 5x5 donors deserve special recognition for pledging
$25,000 over five years to help build CAF’s future, along with our Legacy donors who are including
CAF in their wills. If you have been considering making this kind of commitment, | would be happy
to talk with you about it.

CAF has accomplished so much since our 2023 re-envisioning, and our momentum continues to
build. Our greatest challenge remains financial sustainability, but | believe it is also an
opportunity. CAF has a distinctive role to fill, and the more people who understand that role and
invest in it, the more we can do to support the next generation and provide outreach to the public
on value of architecture to society.

If you have already supported CAF, thank you. If you have not yet given, | invite you to join us. Visit
calarchfoundation.org/donate and contribute at whatever level feels right for you. Every gift keeps
this Foundation moving forward.

Scott Gaudineer, AlIA


https://calarchfoundation.org/donate

CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

Enriching Communities Today +
Educating Architects for Tomorrow

Mission

The California Architectural Foundation
is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
dedicated to promoting excellence in
architecture through scholarships,
grants, and educational programs—
bridging the gap between the
academic and professional worlds. CAF
exists to provide a mechanism for
members of the AIA and the general
public to contribute to an organization
with a great benefit to society.

Vision

Empowering Tomorrow'’s Architects
We support the success of budding
architects on their academic journey.
From scholarships to internships and job
shadowing that provide invaluable
mentorship opportunities, we aim to
serve as a vital link between academia
and the profession.

Championing Architects & Their Impact
We're on a mission to raise awareness
and appreciation for the pivotal role
architects play in shaping our built
environment, highlighting the
transformative power of architecture in
crafting vibrant, healthy, and sustainable
communities.

Igniting A Passion for Architecture

We are committed to igniting an interest
in architecture. Through our architectural
education programs and career
resources we introduce students of all
ages to the profession and showcase the
value architects bring to society.
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Supporting Architecture Students
Scholarship Programs

CAF believes every talented student
deserves the opportunity to pursue an
architectural education, regardless of
financial barriers. Our scholarship
programs remove obstacles and open
pathways for the next generation of
California architects. Details on each
program are on the following pages.

To ensure this support continues

long into the future, CAF is committed
to building endowment funds that will
sustain these awards perpetually for
generations to come.

Scholarship and Award Funds
Distributed Since 1979

$664,000

Funds Awarded in 2026

$39,300

Schools Reached

52

Scholarships Awarded

15

Individuals licensed through the
Welch Scholarship

22

LEARN MORE ° calarchfoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships
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Paul W. Welch Jr., Hon AIA ARE Scholarship

In recognition of Paul Welch Jr.'s distinguished and lengthy career serving architects
and the architectural profession, this scholarship was established to honor his
contributions to the California Architects Board (CAB), his work with AIA California, and
his steadfast belief in the value of architectural licensure.

The scholarship recognizes the significant contributions of emerging professionals at
early stages in their careers and encourages them to complete the licensure process
by covering all associated costs.

2026 Recipients

Ishita Bansal, Assoc. AlA
WMB Architects

Evdoxia Besmerti, Assoc. AlA
Brooks Scarpa Huber Architects

Emily Dinnerman, Assoc. AlA
Substrata Design

Sunny Shah
DxU Architects

“I'm grateful for the generosity behind
this scholarship and for the
opportunity it represents. It reminds
me that the profession is shaped not
only by the work architects do, but by
the mentorship and support that helps
the next generation of architects find
their footing.
calarchfoundation.org
Evdoxia Besmerti, Assoc. AlA
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Chester & Diana Widom Architectural
Education Scholarship

The Widom Scholarship was established in 2017 by Chet Widom, FAIA and his wife
Diana Widom in honor of Paul Welch Jr, Hon AlA.

The scholarship provides financial support to community college students
transferring to an accredited school of architecture. Scholarship recipients

will receive up to $5,000 to apply to qualified tuition and related expenses and to
improve or enhance their capacity, skill, and talent while studying architecture.

2026 Recipients

Ava Ellis
Cosumnes River College /
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

Aye Chan San
Diablo Valley College [ Cal Poly SLO

Daniel Guiterrez
Diablo Valley College /
Academy of Art University

Rebecca Hise
Ventura College / cal Poly Pomona

Daniela Dorantes "This scholarship is more than
College of the Canyons / financial support--it's encouragement

Cal Poly Pomona that motivates me to keep going.
Thank you for believing in my journey. |

am truly grateful for the financial

Jocelyn Cortez support and the investment in my

LA Valley College / Cal Poly Pomona future.”
Ornella Dubuche
Santa Monica College [ Sci-ARC Aye Chan San

calarchfoundation.org
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Robert J. Kain Healthcare Design
Education Scholarship

The Kain Scholarship, established by AlA California’s Healthcare Facilities Forum
Planning Committee in memory of Robert J. Kain, AlA supports architecture
students pursuing careers in hospital and healing environment design.

Scholarship recipients receive $2,000 to help offset costs of higher education in
architecture. The award can be used for qualified tuition and related expenses
or to otherwise improve or enhance capacity, skill, or talent in the field of
healthcare architecture.

2026 Recipients

SuJin Kim
University of Southern California

Mania Minasvand

East Los Angeles Community College /
Woodbury University

Jorge L. Reyes
Woodbury University

Colin Yan

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo . . .
Receiving a CAF scholarship has allowed

me to focus more fully on my
architectural education while reinforcing
my commitment to design healthcare
environments. As an occupational
therapist pursuing a Master of
Architecture, this support brings me one
step closer to creating inclusive,
. evidence-based spaces that positively
calarchfoundation.org impact patients, families, and
communities.”
SuJin Kim
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Bridging Education & Practice
capX Internship Program

CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

The California Architectural Practice Experience Program (capX) connects
architecture students and early-career professionals with California firms for paid
internships, job shadowing, and virtual mentoring to help build the next generation
of licensed architects. capX began as a pilot in 2023 and launched statewide in
2025. To date 245 students, 44 firms, and 11 AIA Chapters have participated in this
growing program.

This year CAF completely redesigned the capX online platform built around
feedback from the capX community. The new capX 2.0 site features public-facing
student profiles, improved search and filtering features, and a resource page
offering tools and education to support mentorship.

LEARN MORE

e capx.calarchfoundation.org

calarchfoundation.org
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Bridging Education & Practice
capX Internship Program

CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE

capX connects people at every stage of
their journey into architecture with firms
and opportunities across California.

Firms are the heart of the program.
Through mentoring, job shadowing,
internships, and employment, they give
participants something that education
alone cannot: a firsthand connection to
practice.

Every firm that participates helps turn
potential into experience and
strengthens the pathway into the
profession. Growing that network means
more people can take their next step
with greater confidence, preparation,
and connection.

calarchfoundation.org

Geographic Distribution

Northern California 56.7%
Southern California 30%
Central California 13.3%

Educational Distribution
University (CSU/uC/Private) 38.8%

Community College 34.2%
High School 14.6%
Graduate 9.1%
Experience Path 3.2%
Career Stage
Architecture Student 57.1%
Exploring the Profession 21.9%
Graduate [ Experience Only 17.8%
Not identified 3.2%
LEARN MORE

e capx.calarchfoundation.org
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Growing Architectural Awareness
K-12 Education

ARCHITECTURE | e
by the BOOK Y-

Architecture by the Book brings

architecture into classrooms and

community spaces, introducing the 1.700 Students Reached
profession and sparking curiosity about '

why design matters in daily life.

Each lesson is centered on a children’s

book, a notable architect, or an

architectural concept, and is paired with 130 Volunteers

an engaging presentation and a hands-

on activity using recycled materials.

Designed to be completed in about 90
minutes, the program is impactful for
students while remaining manageable
for volunteers.

The program is steadily growing, with

more volunteers, schools, and community
partners participating each year.

LEARN MORE

° calarchfoundation.org/help-children-
discover-architecture-one-page-at-a-

time

calarchfoundation.org
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Growing Architectural Awareness
K-12 Education

_

Califgrnia Architectural

Choose

Architecture! Architecture

Coloring Book
.......... i ] - KIDS DRAW
— ARCHITECTURE

CAF inspires an interest in architecture through K-12 programs and resources that
reach young people at every age, from a child's first sketch of a building to a high
school student weighing a career path.

Choose Architecture is a California-focused guide that helps young people see
themselves in the profession. It introduces what architects do, explores paths to
licensure, and points readers toward ways to get started. Featuring insights from
California architects, AIA California design award projects, and resources on
education, internships, and scholarships, the guide gives students, educators, and
families a starting point for exploring a future in architecture. The 2026 edition
includes a newly revised section on pathways into the profession.

Kids Draw Architecture pairs small groups of students with practicing architects for
sketching exercises that teach them to observe architectural details and see how
buildings shape their communities. Created in 1988 by the Architectural Foundation
of Santa Barbara, the program has been hosted by AIA chapters across California
since 2017, engaging thousands of students.

New in 2026, the statewide Architecture Coloring Book offers another accessible
way to discover architecture at any age. Each illustrated page introduces a building
and architect while telling a story rooted in place, purpose, and people. Available
through CAF in print and online.

LEARN MORE

calarchfoundation.org/choose-

architecture/

calarchfoundation.org
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Join Our Growing List of Donors

CAF depends on donor support to continue and

expand our mission. Every gift makes a alforge Archtactya
i i 5 .. Y-
d|ffer§noe, and t‘here are many ways to give: o ive Monthly
one-time donations, monthly support, annual To Support Future
i g i Architects Through CAF
sponsorship, Founder’s Circle [ 5x5, or Legacy iSO It ouy

i we are all so busy that finding the
GIVI ng time to support the next generation
can be challenging. My monthly
donation to CAF allows me to invest
in the future of our profession. With

Donors 70% or older may be eligible for a Gxparianan o tha CaF Angents end
o pe . o . . curcl,lcm cpnfiden:mq( my
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from an investment wil make an impact
o Ginger Thompson, AlA,
IRA, a gift that may be excluded from taxable SR, LA AP AT

income that can count toward Required
Minimum Distributions (RMD's).

Donor support sustains CAF scholarships, capX,
and public outreach programs like Architecture
by the Book, advancing our mission to educate
the next generation, support emerging
professionals, and connect communities with
the value of architecture.

How to Give

Tax Information

CAF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit.

Federal Tax ID: 94-2626009 | CA State Tax ID: D-0967116
Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Online: Visit calarchfoundation.org/donate to give by credit card. Choose "unrestricted"
or designate a specific program or scholarship. You'll receive an email confirmation
immediately. Note: Credit card processing fees apply unless you choose to cover them.

Other Ways to Give: Several giving options carry tax advantages your advisor can help
you weigh. Contact CAF for details on gifts of stock, qualified charitable distributions and
required minimum distributions from an IRA, program and event sponsorships, and
legacy giving.

By Check: Make checks payable to California Architectural Foundation (CAF) and mail to:
1931 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95811

Questions? Contact CAF: caf@aiacalifornia.org | 916-642-1730

LEARN MORE e calarchfoundation.org/donate


http://calarchfoundation.org/donate
mailto:caf@aiacalifornia.org
https://calarchfoundation.org/donate/
https://calarchfoundation.org/donate/
http://calarchfoundation.org/donate/

CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

DO n O rS (9/1/2025 - 9/2/2026)

CAF thanks every individual and firm for their generous support. Every contribution helps advance
the Foundation’s mission and create lasting impact on the future of architecture in California.

Chester Widom, FAIA Kenneth Rodrigues, FAIA
Maria Taipe, AIA

Pamela Touschner, FAIA
Paul Welch, Jr., Hon. AIA
Elizabeth Gibbons, AlA Steve Winkel, FAIA
Scott Gaudineer, AIA
Peter Saucerman, AlA

AP Architects
Gruen Associates

Don Caskey, FAIA CannonDesign

Michael Malinowski, FAIA Annie Chu, FAIA

Jason Oliver, AIA John Martian Companies
D. Rocky Rockefeller, AIA Clark Construction
Christine Theodoropoulos, AlA Amy Eliot, AIA

Susan Eschweiler, AIA
Tian Feng, FAIA
Daniel Fletcher, FAIA

AIA K-12 Grant HKS, Inc.

Jeannie Bertolaccini, AIA Kappa Eta Lambda Chapter #530
Mary Follenweider, FAIA Lionakis

Leslie Gaudineer Microsoft

Christopher Holt, AIA Jamal Powell, Assoc. AIA

Laura Knauss, AlA Aaron Reynolds

Ordiz Melby, Inc. Silverman & Light, Inc.

Lisa Sachs, FAIA Swinerton

Leticia SooHoo, AlA
Winston Thorne, AlA

DSH // architecture
Tom Bethmann

Boulder Associates CO Architects

Hafsa Burt, FAIA DPR Construction

Nick Docous, AIA Affiliated Engineers, Inc.
. Devenney Grou

Qetsey Olenick ungherty, FAIA HDR, Inc. 4 P

Lionakis Foundation Kevin Hinrichs, AIA

Michael Hamner, FAIA IDS Group, Inc.

HGA, Inc. JKAE

Mark Hornberger, FAIA LPA Design Studios

John Friedman Alice Kimm Architects Timothy Pate

Frederick Marks, FAIA Safework

Maria Ogrydziak, AlA Nicki Dennis Stephens, Hon. AIA

Ginger Thompson, AIA
Polly Osborne, FAIA Drew Weig|, AIA

Michael Porter, AIA 7GF Architects
Radian Design Group, Inc.
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Afsha Ali, AIA
John Arnold, AIA

Bildsten Architecture and Planning

Ray Chandler, AIA

Gordon Chong, FAIA

Hillary Cole, Hon. AIA CA
Anthony Damon, AIA

Design Draw Build Architects
Mirna Douet

Alessio De Francesca
Desiree Gemigniani

James Goring, AIA

Greg Kochanowski, AIA

Kruger Bensen Ziemer Architects Inc.

Leddy Maytum Stacy Architects
Toni Lewis, AIA

Lisa Little, AIA

Lori Liu, AIA

Matrix Design Studio
Carina Mills, AIA

Mary Morris, AlA

Carlos Eugenio Cabrera Munoz
Nichols, Melburg & Rossetto
Eric Nulman, AIA

Lance O'Donnell, FAIA
Studio Perez

Lynn Pomeroy, FAIA

Rona Rothenberg, FAIA

Lee Salin, FAIA

Henry Siegel, FAIA

Sarah Sindian, AIA

Samuel Sinnott, AIA
Michael Stanton, FAIA
Studio VARA

Nielsen Studios

Melody Tang, AIA

Dennis Tanida, AlIA

Julie Taylor, Hon. AIA

Greg Wynn, AlA

Frank Zwart, FAIA

Amy Eliot, AIA

Ismar Enriquez, AIA
Carina Mills, AIA
Michael Porter, AIA
Ginger Thompson, AlA

Mohammed Abdulhabeb
Alexa Aguilar

Ayat Alfares, Assoc. AIA
Mohamed Alshaebi
Kimberly Anderson, Hon. AIA CA
Addison Schierbeek Architects
Niloofar Badihi, AIA
Brandon Baird

Emily Barajas

Cedric de La Beaujardiere, Assoc. AIA
Julianna Bgatov

Andrea Bravo

Lauren Brown

Jenna Bryant

Cindy Bui, Assoc. AIA

Alexis Bylin

Dawson Cabrera

Diego Guillen Carrillo

Rhys Charlton, Assoc. AIA
Troy Combs

Patrick Cormier
Christopher Daubert, AIA
Yelyzaveta Dembovska

Nia Dennis, Assoc. AIA
Vicente Diaz, Assoc. AIA
Anh Do

Ruben Dominguez

Daniela Dorantes

Adriana Duarte-Dionicio, AIA
Nicholas Emig

Ismar Enriquez, AIA

Lisa Marie Erickson

Jesus Estrada, Assoc. AIA
Morsal Faizi

Anne Ashini Fernando
Dylan Ferrer

Sydney Fisher

Nancy Flores

Ricardo Lomeli Flores
Katelin Francis

Nico Dela Fuente

Virginie Garnier

David Gomez

Ava Gonzales

Abee Gonzalez, Assoc. AIA
Monserrath De Luna Gonzalez
Karolyna Gonzalez-Angel
Jake Groves, Assoc. AIA
Ahmad Hameed

Liam Hanlon, Assoc. AIA
Nathalia Hashiguchi

Amir Bahador Heydari, Assoc. AIA
Rebecca Hise, AIA

Mayra Hope

Aung Myo Htet

John Hu, Assoc. AIA

Olesya Indeiking, Assoc. AIA
Nadejda lurco
Crina-Antonia lvancu
Attaa Jaber

Yeliel Jimenez

Jorja Johnston

Meghana Joshi, AIA

David Cisneros Jr.

Juliette Juarez

Elizabeth Khang

Chungjin Kim

Kyle Kim

Jacqueline Klieman
Nathan Lacey

Elliot Lai

Elijah Lennear

Veronica De Leon
Cheyenne Lewis, Assoc. AIA
Angel Lopez

Martin Lopez

Jeffery Luc

Isabel Maldonado

Elina Manvelova, Assoc. AIA

Sharon Dyana Lopez Marckwordt
Kirsten & Kathleen Anderson Marsh

Leirica Mae Martinez
Scott McColl, AIA
Rebeccah Milbain
Dayana Miraball
Shan Moitra
Derrese Morganfield
Rebekah Mullen

Natalia Romero Munoz, Assoc. AIA

Mardriss Nelson, Hon. AIA CA
Vu Nguyen

Hanbyul Oh

Brandie Palmquist, Hon. AIA CA
Francisco Paredes

Rydia Peng

Anthony Pings, AIA
Gayane Poghosyan

Kylin Puita

Narges Rahmatbakhsh
Elise Rankin

Donovan Ranta

Fatimah Rashid

Anthony Raymundo, Assoc. AlA
Kindal Reddic

Nolan Reichlin

Adriel Rivadeneira

Natalie Rivera

Sheida Roghani, AIA

Tibby Rothman, Hon. AIAILA
Michael Roush, FAIA

Ashley Rybarczyk, AIA
Galilea Salinas

Kiara Sanchez

Oswaldo Sandoval, AIA
Paul Schmidt, AIA
Evangelina Shutko
Matthew Sites, AIA

Evan Speed

R. Ross Stilleson, AIA
Haneul Sung, Assoc. AIA
Stephan Talantov

Isaiah Tandoc, Assoc. AIA
Scott Terrell

Yafet Tesfai

Shamira Tesoreo

Tom Tran

Rohan Uplap

Hector Vash-Munoz
Yana Vavrinyuk
Raquel Vera
Magdalini Vraila, Assoc. AIA
TriVu

Gerald Weisbach, FAIA
Max Whalley

Cobi Williams

Francis Williams
Matthew Wilson, AIA
Martin Tun Win
Kouassi Simon Yao
Yanjin Zhao

Jeffrey Zhen

Thida Swe Zin
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Legacy Giving

A legacy gift to CAF gives back to the
profession that defined your career and
helps the next generation of architects
carry it forward.

Your gift can strengthen the Foundation’s
mission, endow or create a named
scholarship, or support programs that
introduce young minds to the power of
design. Legacy gifts are simple to arrange
and require nothing from you today. You
can include CAF in your will, or name the
Foundation as a beneficiary of a life
insurance policy, retirement plan, or other
assets. Gifts of every size make a lasting
difference.

We thank those who have already made
this commitment to the future of the
profession.

Legacy Donors

Don Caskey, FAIA

Betsey Olenick Dougherty, FAIA &
Brian Dougherty, FAIA

Richard & Mary Follenweider, FAIA
Anonymous

Founder's Circle | 5x5 Donors
2025-2030

Flewelling & Moody, Inc.
Debra Gerod, FAIA

Elizabeth Gibbons, AIA

2027-2032

Calitgrnia Architectural

@t-lm

Legacy Giving
Program

John & Lisa Sachs, FAIA LEARN MORE e calarchfoundation.org/planned-giving/
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CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

Financials
Summary Statement as of July 31, 2026

Assets

Current Assets: $409,143
Accounts Receivable: $4,250
Other Currency Assets: $17,753
Investments: $200,657

Total Assets: $609,800

Liabilities
Current Liabilities: $40,933
Total Liabilities: $40,933

Net Assets
Unrestricted: $323,095 CAF's 501(c)(3) determination
Permanently Restricted: $135,101 letter and other financial
Temporarily Restricted: $92,269 documents are available
Total: $568,867 upon request.
Contribution Summary: CAF & AIA CA:
Sept 1, 2025 to 2026 Working Together

CAF is the charitable 501(c)(3)
arm of AIA California. The two
organizations work in close
partnership, and that relation-
ship continues to deepen.

Educ SaPX
29 2.8%

Scholarships
23.6%

AIA California’s investment
since 2023 made it possible to
re-envision the Foundation
and build and grow its
programs. Donor support is
what carries them forward.

Unrestricted

76% Every gift moves CAF closer to

sustaining this work for the
long term.



CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

2026 BOARD OF REGENTS

CAF is led by a dedicated staff and a diverse, passionate Board of Regents, working
together to enrich lives, strengthen communities, and inspire positive change within
the architectural profession. We thank them for their service.

| _J
President Vice President - Elect Secretary/Treasurer Past President Don Caskey, FAIA
Scott Gaudineer, AIA Jeannie Bertolaccini, AIA  winston L. Thorne, AIA Michael P. Porter, AIA
Flewelling & Moody Ordiz Melby Architects

Cesar Escalante, AIA Mary Follenweider, FAIA Mandy Freeland, AIA Christopher Holt, AIA Jana ltzen, AIA
Autodesk PBK, Inc. Holt Architecture & Dev. ITZEN Architects Inc.

Jason Oliver, AIA
College of the Canyons

LauraKnauss, AIA
Lionakis

-

=
Dr. Jamal D. Powell, D. “Rocky” Rockefeller, AIA  Leticia SooHoo, AIA Julie Taylor, Hon. AIA Christine
Assoc. AIA Rockefeller Partners Turner & Townsend Taylor & Company Theodoropoulos, AIA
CSU Bakersfield Architects

Julia Weatherspoon, AIA Chester A. Widom, FAIA
Gensler

Ginger Thompson, AIA Michael Murtaugh, Esq.  Amy Eliot, AIA Liam Hanlon, Assoc. AIA  NickiDennis Stephens,  Kimberly Anderson, Ashley Taylor
AIA CA President Murtaugh Tremila AIA CA VP Education AIA CA Academy of Hon. AIA . Hon.AIACA 5 AIA CA Program
Stern & Deily LLP & Pro Development Emerging Professionals C:ﬁecp‘;g%celmve CAF Development Director ~ Coordinator
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	Mission
	The California Architectural Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to promoting excellence in architecture through scholarships, grants, and educational programs–bridging the gap between the academic and professional worlds. CAF exists to provide a mechanism for members of the AIA and the general public to contribute to an organization with a great benefit to society.
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	We support the success of budding architects on their academic journey. From scholarships to internships and job shadowing that provide invaluable mentorship opportunities, we aim to serve as a vital link between academia and the profession.
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	Paul W. Welch Jr., Hon AIA ARE Scholarship
	In recognition of Paul Welch Jr.’s distinguished and lengthy career serving architects and the architectural profession, this scholarship was established to honor his contributions to the California Architects Board (CAB), his work with AIA California, and his steadfast belief in the value of architectural licensure.
	The scholarship recognizes the significant contributions of emerging professionals at early stages in their careers and encourages them to complete the licensure process by covering all associated costs.
	“I am delighted to support the licensure goals of Ishita, Evdoxia, Emily, and Sunny. From early interest in supporting others through leadership to a demonstrated commitment to practice, each delivers an early commitment to delivering architecture with meaning.”
	Paul Welch Jr., Hon AIA
	Paul W. Welch Jr., Hon. AIA


	2026 Recipients
	Ishita Bansal, Assoc. AIA
	Evdoxia Besmerti, Assoc. AIA

	Evdoxia Besmerti, Assoc. AIA
	Emily Dinnerman, Assoc. AIA
	Sunny Shah
	calarchfoundation.org
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	Chester & Diana Widom Architectural Education Scholarship
	The Widom Scholarship was established in 2017 by Chet Widom, FAIA and his wife Diana Widom in honor of Paul Welch Jr., Hon AIA.
	The scholarship provides financial support to community college students transferring to an accredited school of architecture. Scholarship recipients
	will receive up to $5,000 to apply to qualified tuition and related expenses and to improve or enhance their capacity, skill, and talent while studying architecture.
	Chester A. Widom, FAIA
	“”The talent among these recipients is extraordinary. The goal is to help students move forward; it isn't about competition, but rather extending funds to students which moves them and architecture forward”

	Paul W. Welch Jr., Hon. AIA
	$5,000 Level
	$3,000 Level


	2026 Recipients
	Ava Ellis
	Aye Chan San

	Aye Chan San
	Daniel Guiterrez
	Mania Minasvand

	Rebecca Hise
	Daniela Dorantes
	Jocelyn Cortez
	Ornella Dubuche
	calarchfoundation.org
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	Robert J. Kain Healthcare Design
	Education Scholarship
	The Kain Scholarship, established by AIA California’s Healthcare Facilities Forum Planning Committee in memory of Robert J. Kain, AIA supports architecture students pursuing careers in hospital and healing environment design.
	Scholarship recipients receive $2,000 to help offset costs of higher education in architecture. The award can be used for qualified tuition and related expenses or to otherwise improve or enhance capacity, skill, or talent in the field of healthcare architecture.
	Robert J. Kain, AIA
	Bob Kain, AIA, ACHA, left an indelible mark on healthcare architecture as president and CEO of HMC Architects from 1995 to 2000. His enduring commitment to nurturing future architects led him to establish Cal Poly Pomona's Healthcare Architecture Initiative.

	Paul W. Welch Jr., Hon. AIA

	2026 Recipients
	SuJin Kim
	SuJin Kim

	Mania Minasvand
	Jorge L. Reyes
	Colin Yan
	calarchfoundation.org
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	Bridging Education & Practice

	capX Internship Program
	2.0
	LEARN MORE
	capx.calarchfoundation.org

	Bridging Education & Practice


	capX Internship Program
	2.0
	Geographic Distribution
	Educational Distribution
	Career Stage
	LEARN MORE
	capx.calarchfoundation.org
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	Growing Architectural Awareness

	K-12 Education
	1,700 Students Reached
	130 Volunteers
	LEARN MORE
	CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

	Growing Architectural Awareness

	K-12 Education
	CAF inspires an interest in architecture through K-12 programs and resources that reach young people at every age, from a child's first sketch of a building to a high school student weighing a career path.
	Choose Architecture is a California-focused guide that helps young people see themselves in the profession. It introduces what architects do, explores paths to licensure, and points readers toward ways to get started. Featuring insights from California architects, AIA California design award projects, and resources on education, internships, and scholarships, the guide gives students, educators, and families a starting point for exploring a future in architecture. The 2026 edition includes a newly revised section on pathways into the profession.
	Kids Draw Architecture pairs small groups of students with practicing architects for sketching exercises that teach them to observe architectural details and see how buildings shape their communities. Created in 1988 by the Architectural Foundation of Santa Barbara, the program has been hosted by AIA chapters across California since 2017, engaging thousands of students.
	New in 2026, the statewide Architecture Coloring Book offers another accessible way to discover architecture at any age. Each illustrated page introduces a building and architect while telling a story rooted in place, purpose, and people. Available through CAF in print and online.
	LEARN MORE
	calarchfoundation.org
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	Join Our Growing List of Donors
	How to Give
	Tax Information

	LEARN MORE
	calarchfoundation.org/donate
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	Donors
	(9/1/2025 - 9/2/2026)
	CAF thanks every individual and firm for their generous support. Every contribution helps advance the Foundation’s mission and create lasting impact on the future of architecture in California.
	$20,000+
	Chester Widom, FAIA

	$19,999 - $10,000
	Elizabeth Gibbons, AIA
	Scott Gaudineer, AIA
	Peter Saucerman, AIA

	$9,999 - $5,000
	Don Caskey, FAIA
	Michael Malinowski, FAIA
	Jason Oliver, AIA
	D. Rocky Rockefeller, AIA
	Christine Theodoropoulos, AIA

	$4,999 - $2,500
	AIA K-12 Grant
	Jeannie Bertolaccini, AIA
	Mary Follenweider, FAIA
	Leslie Gaudineer
	Christopher Holt, AIA
	Laura Knauss, AIA
	Ordiz Melby, Inc.
	Lisa Sachs, FAIA
	Leticia SooHoo, AIA
	Winston Thorne, AIA

	$2,499 - 1,000
	Boulder Associates
	Hafsa Burt, FAIA
	Nick Docous, AIA
	Betsey Olenick Dougherty, FAIA
	Lionakis Foundation
	Michael Hamner, FAIA
	HGA, Inc.
	Mark Hornberger, FAIA
	John Friedman Alice Kimm Architects
	Frederick Marks, FAIA
	Maria Ogrydziak, AIA
	Polly Osborne, FAIA
	Michael Porter, AIA
	Radian Design Group, Inc.
	Kenneth Rodrigues, FAIA
	Maria Taipe, AIA
	Pamela Touschner, FAIA
	Paul Welch, Jr., Hon. AIA
	Steve Winkel, FAIA

	$999 - $500
	AP Architects
	Gruen Associates
	CannonDesign
	Annie Chu, FAIA
	John Martian Companies
	Clark Construction
	Amy Eliot, AIA
	Susan Eschweiler, AIA
	Tian Feng,  FAIA
	Daniel Fletcher, FAIA
	HKS, Inc.
	Kappa Eta Lambda Chapter #530
	Lionakis
	Microsoft
	Jamal Powell, Assoc. AIA
	Aaron Reynolds
	Silverman & Light, Inc.
	Swinerton

	$499 - $250
	CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

	$249 - $100
	Supporters
	Afsha Ali, AIA
	John Arnold, AIA
	Bildsten Architecture and Planning
	Ray Chandler, AIA
	Gordon Chong, FAIA
	Hillary Cole, Hon. AIA CA
	Anthony Damon, AIA
	Design Draw Build Architects
	Mirna Douet
	Alessio De Francesca
	Desiree Gemigniani
	James Goring, AIA
	Greg Kochanowski, AIA
	Kruger Bensen Ziemer Architects Inc.
	Leddy Maytum Stacy Architects
	Toni Lewis, AIA
	Lisa Little, AIA
	Lori Liu, AIA
	Matrix Design Studio
	Carina Mills, AIA
	Mary Morris, AIA
	Carlos Eugenio Cabrera Munoz
	Nichols, Melburg & Rossetto
	Eric Nulman, AIA
	Lance O'Donnell, FAIA
	Studio Perez
	Lynn Pomeroy, FAIA
	Rona Rothenberg, FAIA
	Lee Salin, FAIA
	Henry Siegel, FAIA
	Sarah Sindian, AIA
	Samuel Sinnott, AIA
	Michael Stanton, FAIA
	Studio VARA
	Nielsen Studios
	Melody Tang, AIA
	Dennis Tanida, AIA
	Julie Taylor, Hon. AIA
	Greg Wynn, AIA
	Frank Zwart, FAIA

	Monthly Donors
	Amy Eliot, AIA
	Ismar Enriquez, AIA
	Carina Mills, AIA
	Michael Porter, AIA
	Ginger Thompson, AIA
	CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

	Financials
	Summary Statement as of July 31, 2026
	Assets
	Current Assets: $409,143
	Accounts Receivable: $4,250
	Other Currency Assets: $17,753
	Investments: $200,657
	Total Assets: $609,800

	Liabilities
	Current Liabilities: $40,933
	Total Liabilities: $40,933

	Net Assets
	Unrestricted: $323,095
	Permanently Restricted: $135,101
	Temporarily Restricted: $92,269
	Total: $568,867
	CAF's 501(c)(3) determination letter and other financial documents are available upon request.


	Contribution Summary:
	Sept 1, 2025 to 2026
	CAF & AIA CA: Working Together
	CAF is the charitable 501(c)(3) arm of AIA California. The two organizations work in close partnership, and that relation-ship continues to deepen.
	AIA California's investment since 2023 made it possible to re-envision the Foundation and build and grow its programs. Donor support is what carries them forward.
	Every gift moves CAF closer to sustaining this work for the long term.
	CALIFORNIA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION


	2026 BOARD OF REGENTS
	CAF is led by a dedicated staff and a diverse, passionate Board of Regents, working together to enrich lives, strengthen communities, and inspire positive change within the architectural profession. We thank them for their service.
	President
	Scott Gaudineer, AIA
	Flewelling & Moody
	Vice President - Elect

	Jeannie Bertolaccini, AIA
	Ordiz Melby Architects
	Past President

	Michael P. Porter, AIA
	Secretary/Treasurer

	Winston L. Thorne, AIA
	Don Caskey,  FAIA
	Mary Follenweider, FAIA
	Mandy Freeland, AIA
	PBK, Inc.

	Jana Itzen, AIA
	ITZEN Architects Inc.

	Cesar Escalante, AIA
	Autodesk

	Christopher Holt, AIA
	Holt Architecture & Dev.

	Polly Osborne, FAIA
	Jason Oliver, AIA
	College of the Canyons

	Laura Knauss, AIA
	Lionakis

	Carina Mills, AIA
	Maria Ogrydziak, AIA
	Dr. Jamal D. Powell,
	Assoc. AIA
	CSU Bakersfield

	D. “Rocky” Rockefeller, AIA
	Rockefeller Partners
	Architects

	Leticia SooHoo, AIA
	Turner & Townsend

	Christine
	Theodoropoulos, AIA
	Julie Taylor, Hon. AIA
	Taylor & Company

	Julia Weatherspoon, AIA
	Gensler

	Chester A. Widom, FAIA

	Advisors + Staff

	Enriching
	communities
	today +
	Educating architects for tomorrow
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